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NA’i-'-l! NAL INTELLIGENCER

OFFICIAL,

By the President of the United States of America.
A PROCLAMATION.

WarreAs the Constitution of the United States
has ordained that the privilege of the Writ of Ha-
beus Corpus shall not be suspended unlsrn. when i:*
cases of rebellion or invasion the public saf:cty
may require it; and whereas a rebellion w-'as exist-
ing on the third day of March, 1863, which rcbel-
lion is still existing; and whereas by a statute
which was approved on that day it was enacted
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States in Congress assembled that duriog
the present insurrection the President of the Uni-
ted States, whencver in his judgzment the publie
safety may require, is authorized to suspcfnd the
privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus in any
case throughout the United States or any part
thereof; and whereas in the judgment of the Pre-
sident the public safety does require that the pri-
viloge of the said writ shall now be suspended
throughout, the United States in the cases where,
by the authority of the President of the United
States, military, naval, and civil officers of the
Tlnited States, or any of them, hold pertovs under
their command or in their custody cither as pri-
soners of war, spies, or aiders or abettors of the
epcmy, or officers, soldiers, or seamen enrolled or
draftcd or mostered or enlisted in or belonging to
the land or naval forces of the United States, or as
deserters therefrom, or otherwise amenable to mili-
tary law or the Rales and Artieles of War, or the
rules or regulations preseribed for the military or
paval services by authority of the President of the
Uuited States, or for resisting a draft, or for any
other offcnce against the military or naval service :

Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Presi-
dent of the United States, do hereby proclaim and
muke known to all whom it may concern, that the
privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus is suspend-
ed throughout the United States in the several
cases before mentioned, and that this suspension
will continue throughout the duration of the said
rebellion, or until this proclamation shall, by a
subsequent one to be issued by the President of
the United States, be modified or revoked. And
T do hereby require all megistrates, sttorneys, and
other civil officers within the United States, and
all officers and others in the military aud naval
gervices of the United States, to take distinct notice
of this suspension, and to give it full effect, and
all citizens of the United States to conduct and
govern themselves accordingly und in conformity
with the Constitution of the United Stales and the
laws of Congress in such case made and provided.

In testimony whereof, I have hercunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the Uuited States to be uffixed,
this fifteenth day of Septewbar, in the year of
our Lopd one theusand eight hundred and sixty-
three, snd of the Independence of the United

States of Ameriea the eighty-eighth.
ADRAHAM LINCOLN.
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By the President :
WiLLias . SEwARD, Secretary of State,

WASHINGTON NEWS AND GOSsIP.

From Washington Despatches to the Northern Press

EXCHAKGE OF PRISONERS TO BE RESUMED

The statement that Government bas determined to re-
sume exchaoges with the rebels as rapidly as practicable
18 correet. It is not true, however, that those brave offi-
cers of colored regiments who are in the hands of Jedf.
Davis will ba left to their fate, with only n vague threat of
retalistion. In ease of ill-treatment an equul number of
rebel prisoners «f the same or bigber rank will be Leld to
awail their fate.

THE JQUESTION OF RECOGNITION,
B Tt in learned from the best of sources that ndvices of &0
entirely trustworthy cbaracter have been received here to
the #ffect that Chevalier's pamphlet, advocating s recogni-
tion of the rebels by France, was not wnspired, s hns been
intimated, by the Emperor.
THE FIVE TWENTY LOAN

The Government ageut for the sale of Five-Twentics
reports the deposits for the past week at $2.113400
The delivery of bonds during the past three days is over
000,000, making pearly $20,000,000 in all, and bring-
ing the iseus up to Beptomber 1.

LEE'S MOVEMENTS.

Gen, Foster, in o telegram from Fortress Monroe, adde
the weight of his observativna to support the now gene-
rally-received opinion that & cons derable portion of Gen.
Lee«'s urmy has been sent part toward Charleston sud part
toward Chattanooga.

COKCENTRATION OF CAVALRY

The bulldings in ecourse of erection on the Maryland
share of tha Potomae river at Giesboro, nearly opposite to
Alexandria, are nearly completed. Boon, therefore, the
cavalry, now acnttered over a surface of seversl miles, in
that neighborhood, will be conoentrated at that point, in
permnnent barracks.  There are several thousand troops
in eamp slrendy. Brig. Gen. Merritt is in command.
Cavulry men and their horees sre here to be drilled.

CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS

“The ceusorship of the press continues with ita sccus-
gomed particularity. Even matters in no manner con-
nected with the military operations have to undergo the
pem.‘] snd receive the approval of the officinl mpﬂrvin--r
Delays in telegraphing 1o the press are therefure unavoid-
able by eorrespondents.

THE ANGLO-REBEL RAM=S,

Minister Adamne, in bin latest despatehes, says that he s
sbill of the opinion that the rebel rams, ngainst the depar-
tare of which the Kmancipation Soeiety hne recently me.
morinlized the English Government, will not be permitted
tosnil. 1t was expected (hat one would be resdy in sbout
a week from the date of Mr. Adama's Iotter, so Lhat the

" question is likely to bave been settled befors this, High
officials hera are less confident of the determination of
England to stop these piratical crafts than Minister Adawe
appears to be.

GEN, GILLMORE ASK® INSTRUCTIONS

1t is reported that o letter bas been received here from
Gen. Gillmore, which states that he i now in s position to
shell Chasleston, but before doing #o neks whether he
would be justi fied under the law of oations in bombarding
the city, so sa to resull o ita destruction.  The instrue.
tions given bim in reply, it is snid, fully justify the destruc.
tion of that city i the rebel military suthorities refuse o
surrender it

RALEN (F REAL ESTATE IN FLORIDA ANNULLED,

The Commisioner of Internal Revenus has sunulled
oeriain sales of renl entate in Florids made by two of the
direct tax commissioners, during the nbsencs of Mr. Stick-
ney, the third commissioner, and otberwise irregular

Some of this property was bought in by the commissioners
for themaelves  Thin decision of Mr wis will probably
be & svurce of expeuse to the Florida Commissioners.
THE NEW CURRENCY

The new postage currency will soon be delivered to the
public, It has been prepared Wilh great eare, and oan-
not, it is anid, be counterfeited. The various denominn
tions are all of the same wize, but are distinguished one
from the other by their respective colors, ‘Lhe notes nre
printed on good strong paper, far superior to the postage
eurrency. Liarge quantities of the old eurrency ure being
daily redeemed, but it will be some time before the pew
pupplants the old,
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POLITICS IN NEW YORK.

THE PEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION.

The Dewoerntio State Union Convention ol New York wet
al Albany on ‘Thursday last, aud was towporarily orgsnized
by calling Judge Haxp, of Essex eounty, to the chair:
On sssuming that position be wade s brief address of
thanks for the honor thus profiered to bim, in coneluding

which he said:

“The duty of the Democrsey in this hour of peril 18
plain, They believe iu the personsl liberty of the citizen,
gusrantied by the Constitution, and they believe in the
supremaey of the laws, North and South; but they repel
with scorn, evme whenee it wmay, ibe insinuation that
they aro not loyal eitizene—Iloyal in the fullest sense to
the Constitution—and that this State, whnl'.:h‘hu given so
mueh in blood sud treasure to suppress this lnsurrection,
is uot & loyal State. The Democrscy of the Empire State
sre for this war to maintan the Constitution and the su-
premacy of the laws, and to restore the Union, and for no
other purpose,  None other is eoustitutional, and they are
for peace nnd concilistion ns soon as these objects are ob-
tained. May besven guide our counsels for the promotion
of these grest purposes on this ceension’ ¥

After the nppointment of two temporary secretaries, the
ealling of the roll of delegates, and the transaetion of other
business of a merely formal character, the Convenlon
took & recees till the afternoon.

On re-nssembling at half-past three o'clock the Hon.
Amasa J. Parkunr was, in accordunce with a report of a
committee, unauimously eelected as President of the Con-
vention, and & number of other geutlemen were 1n like
manner chosen viee presidents and secrataries,

Judge PArker, on taking the chair, briefly addreesed
the Convention, saying :

1 thank you, gentlemen of the Convention, for the ho-
nor conferred upon me  We have met in the spirit of
patriotism, sud T trust that of harwony nlso, us true rep-
resentatives of the sentiments of the people, to consult as
to the best interests of the State at this great crsia of na-
tionnl afairs,
“We are moving towsrds a frightful precipice; the
yawning gulf of disunion, ruin, snd perpetusl border wars
i before us. Without s ehange of national pulicy we are
lost. We sce with regret that the leiter of the President
foreshadows an interminsble war for other purposes than
a restoration of the Union. It gives no fnapltfnuemqul.ior
the Lope that it will return to & constitutivnal poliey by
which the Uniin sentimeut so sppsrent st the South ma
b strengthened, or that the Stales will be received b
with all iheir former rights. T,
“ Under no circumstances ean we consent to disunion!
To prevent it we shou'ld exert all the power of Govern-
ment, snd use every honcrable effort at eonciliation, while
with fores we compel submission to the Constitution.
Now, when elated wilb great militury successes, we shouid
muguanimously open the av tor liation and
fuvor their return to slleginnea. If the aets of secession
were void, ss we hold—and on no other principle can we
justily the execution of forcs to suppress the rebellion—
each 8. ceding State is still in the Union, and bas only to
send 1o the Natwnsl Congress its Benators and Represen-
tatives to entitle it to full recoguition. Individuals, not
Stutes, have been in rebellion
“ Indieations are siresdy spparent in several of {he
Scuthern States of & desire toreturn to the Union. Let us
encoursge that sentiment; let us not reject their proffered
sdvanees ; let us not reluse the means of & free interchange
of ideas, but let us meet them in u generous, forgiving epi-
rit, anxivus ouly fur the restoration of the hooor und glory
and prosperity of the Union. :
“If, wdeed, the country can be suved from destruetion,
unborn generationg, while they recouut with admiration
the gallaut deeds of our soldiers in defeuce of the Consti-
tution, aud honor them as they deserve, shall also bless
those who, in & spirit of conciliation, gathered together
the broken sud shuttered fragments of the Union aud again
comented them together with their luve.” '
Awong the business whioh followed the parmanent or-
ganization of the Conventivn wus the reception of a com-
muniestion from the Constitutional Union Convention (alzo
in session &t Albany ) to the effect that they had nowinated
Eli P. Norton for Attorney General and Richard F. Ste-
vens for Inspector of State Privons, aud requesting the en-
dorsement of these numinations by the Democratie Cor-
vention. The communication waa laid on the table, and o
enmwittee appointed to invite the members of the Consti-
tutional Convention tosents in the Demoeratie Convention.

A committes was aleo appointed to wait upon Guverncr
Seymour snd invite him to sddress the Couvention in the
pvening.  Subreguently the committee reported thal the
Governor bhad aceepted the invitation.

Mr. Jasies 8. Tuaver, of Reosselser, addressed the
Convenion st length, nud eloquently, upon the political

topies of the day.
A enmmittee was appoieted to wait upon the Hon. James

Brooks and invite bim tosddresa the Convention.
SPEECH OF GOYERNOR SEYMOUR,
The evening seasion was occupied with the speech of
Governor SEYMOUR, which we here insert as it was trans-
tied by telegraph from Albany to the New York city

mi
Journals:

Mr. Chairmsn: Three years have parsed away mince
ou and others whom 1 see belors me to night bled

itself, and this lesson once leained by sll will result in &
retura 1o just principles. The glory and strength of &

ple muet be the hearts of & people. I am convineed that
the Uoion will be preserved, nnd the rightsof all the States
wintained, beoauss vur oppovents wiil ba driven back
from their aesumptions by sheer vecsesity and sad expe-
rienes. 1 belicve that iu less than one year their owo ex-
porieacs will have taught them that their theory, that the
Government must be upheld by the exerciwe of doubtful
powers, must be abandoued. There is but one way tv
maintaio & government, aud that is by uphulding the laws
and rights of every Btate and every citizen. y harsh
words and upjust charges havs been ijudulged in by our
opponents towards myself ; and perbaps I owe it to you to
say that I have never sought to embarass the Governwment.
Traduced as T have been, I hiave seen in ite many mistakos
renson to uphold it, and bhave sought to direet it in thst
courss which'its own honor, as well as the honor of the
country, clearly dictates. 1 bave appealed, with no selfish
or partisan objeet in view, to'its fricnds aud agents, wheo-
ever an opportunity was presented, to avoid the errors in
which it Eu fallen. Was it unfriendly to warn it of thoss
unfair provisions in the conscription which were so pluiuly
caleulated to render it objectiouable and odious to the peo-
ple? Who had the most interost in the matter? Wh se
nterest was it thot the law should be enforced in the fnir-
est and most unobjeetionable manner? Should any thing
hava been more grateful to them than to try to render the
enforeement of this law, objectionuble ds it is at best, ne
little vbnoxious as possible? 'When in July Inst I discov-
ered some inequalities ol the enrollment, I deemed it my
duty to the people aud the G veroment to eallits attention
to them with a view of their correotien, they surely were
most interested in haviog it fairly carried out. Is he not
their truest friend, who, when the attempt is made to en-
force such s law, seeks to render it lenst objectionavle to
popular support?  To this end I sent agents to Wushing-
ton to represent the inequalities and vofairoess. At alater
day I sent a communication to the President, appealing to
him to rave cur eountry from the infliction of these wrungs.
This sappenl was made ns well for the sake of the Govern-
ment 8s of the people. And yet this act is stigmatized
and the publication of those letters was alluded to as cal-
culated to arouse public resistavce. Why then did they
publieh them? I have never published any of them. 1
nnt only wrote to this effect to the President, but to the
commander of the Northeast District.

‘I'here ure two other letters which have pot been pub-
lished, (but of this I do not complain,) although they were
neither official, nor private, nor confidential. 1 nddressed
4 letter to Mr. Lineoln, in which I informed him that I
bad discovered gross frauds in the operation of the law;
that, although politieally opposed to his Administration, I
wre in this guided only by a regard for our country, aod
that I wizhed to sidin raviog the country. Iasked that
those frauds be investigated. That was not an official let
ter. Itcommenced in a friendly tone—'* Dear sir,” not
“ 8ir ;" fur all of my friends are not in New York, I ad.
dressed aleo 8 frieudly lotler to the commsnder ol the
Nourthenst District, suggesting that the ¢nroliment was
most unequal and unjust, if not fraudulent. I expressed
the hope that this injustice would not be allowed, because
it was caleulated to bring gross diseredit upon us in the
eyes of the world. I felt the embarrassment of his posi-
tion, nod therefure I wished to save him from being impel-
led from military ressons on the one hand, and repelled
by his repugnsnes to fruud on the othee. Uafortunately,
1 only disturbed his taste as to & word, and not hie sense of
frnudv and wrong. ;

In all this I have been guided simply and solely by a de-
sire to save the Government from this great and fatsl
error. Bhould we for this be stigmatized se unfriendly to
the Union? Who will say that it isa not right and just
that the names ¢f &ll the enrolled shou!d ba published ?
Is there & man opposcd to having those rolls fairly and

ublicly deposited in the whe=l, ro that all muy see and
Ennw that the conscription is being fuirly couducted 7
And yet, when Lhis is seked (or, those muking the request
sre stigmatized as inciting the community to outrage and
wrong. Our purpoee is not to violate the laws; our pur-
pose 18 to vindicate the laws. 5o much for the past and
the present.

What of the future? Whatever our wrongs may have
been at the hands of our opponents, 1 believe I spesk for
those whe think and act with me when I sny, Let the past
be forgotten. Let this violation of lsw snd of the rights
of the States and of individuala be buried, if you will anly
besr our prayers to avoid the dangers that threaten us
in the future. Our armies have been successful  Here-
tofure there have been reasons why we eould not seek
peaca. All men bave felt that if the war had ended when
we had failed in some of our military undertakings, it
might lead to sericus complieations in the future. There-
fore we have waited. But now our succssses enshle us
to seek it with honor to ourselves and satisfue ion to the
people.  Our poliey should be generous and magnanimous.
An honorsble bighminded wan avails limeell of success to
mske & generous disporition of the  euntroversy in which
he isinvolved. This should be our course now,  The war
has renched another stage in its progress, and a poliey dif-
forent from that which has been pursued muet be marked
out. Sball it be a policy of subjugation, s policy that will
strip the Btates of all their rights 7 [Cries of no, no.]
Such a policy implies a long and bloody war and an ineal-
culsble waste of ife and treasure. 1t 1s a poliey whiel, 1f
coutivued, must result in national bankruptey nnd ruin.
This would be its inevitabla result.

1 appeal to our Republican friends that, laying aside
party passons and pr{udicuﬂ, wa superadd .o power the
foree of ecucilintion.  Is there not more hope for an early
and lasting peace, and a long career of happiuess fur the
eountry, in & coneiliatory line of policy? How ean any
wan object to & poliey tbat will uoite the peop'e Nortn
and South, and call out from every seetion an ardent love
of the Union and the Cunstitution—aflove which 1 firmly
believe only slumbers in the revol Btates, and is not
dead. Shall the party in power any : * Our brothers have

?n this biall for the purpose of tryicg toavert the war which
now niflicts the land. We saw the storm, sod wa then in-
soked that paity which had just schieved a triumph io the
pation to unite with us in an eudeavor to prevent the oa-
lamity. Ouf fenrs were derided, our prayers were mick-
ad, and we were told that we were not truo to the Union.
How sad has been the intervening peried | How many of
the voung wen of the country have been earried to bluody
graves' How much wourning is spread over the land !
What sgouy and distress ! We Ill.ll‘: wguin when the war
bad besn brought to snother ol ite stages, and cnea maore
we appesled 1o our Republican friends to join us in an ef-
fort to enve the country. Then, too, our sppesis were in
vain.

llilul I will not dwell upon the darker wide of the pie-
ture  Sad ne bas been our history some good hes reslged
from it; for we have learned to valus our rights and to
sppreciate the inestimnble worth of our lngtitutions ; and
those who atigmatized us as Union savers are now glad to
ta'k sbout maintaining the Union and (ke supremacy of
the Constitution. For this T am grateful; although our
petitions might have been received more graciously. At
Syracuse n few duys s they resolved to uphold the Union.
Tbis | wecept ss & good omen.  Although eoupled with
words harab and unjust towsrds myself, most heartily do 1
welcome this promise oo their part.

I s not without hope ne to the fature. The war has
taught all men the high duty of maintsining the Constitu-
tien s for that, snd thut only, will result in ¢atablishing the
Union upon a firmer basis and the rights of the States up-
on 8 wetthed foundation. I know that the scta of the last

fungress, orgmsting in error and baneful in_their influ.

nees as many of them hnve been, alarmed the land. They
wiupht the central zation of power. But I have never
doubted the result, for those very mensures are to over-
throw their theuries of government. It will bs found phat
the weasures adopted to enlarge nud centialize the powers
of the General Government eannot in the end restrain the
righta of the Biates. The States nre the natural sources
of the powers of the Genersl Government, and, although
put down, they will riss sgain

Our [athers saw that il the Government attempted the
axoreise of powers other sud gréster 1than those secured
to it under the Constitution, it would imperil and destroy
itaslf,  Let us see il they wers right. A few months ago
the Government sdopted mensures relative to the currency,
to indemuity, and o ¢ wiifisention, sud also the conseription
not, if 1 msy be allowed to g0 term it. I have had no
views, no seerets, no correspondence which I bave not

atibitted most cheerfully to publie seruting. 1 there ex-
pressed the opinion that when the eonfiscation net should
be put inta operation—that aet which threatenes the jnteg-

rity of the States nnd trenches upon the personal rights,
apposed s it ie to the genius of & free Government— I
then snid that when they entered upon its enforcement

they would be bafled, becsuse it was inconsistent with
the nature of our Government.  One year ago the peopls
hid woluntanly given one million of men end had poured
forth their treastire in unexampled prolusioa for the pro-
secution of the war,  Every school distriet, every town-
ship contributed men wand weans without stint, Why?
Beecuse ealled upon by the Government !  Rather

CHNAA pfhltll]‘.":! by the will of the people. Our Government

wia aimed with s wilitary power unequalied by any other
nation, Dot forgetling that e strenguh dn-pr-ndu upon the
|m|,<h‘.ﬂ|‘ will, they pursue d 8 rotrwe neonwstent with the
nature of our institutions.  We made the issus with them
at that very timwe when they hnd st their command the
Isrgeat military fores on the globe, and we bost them. Jo

thone net which they rapposed were calealnted to atrength-
eu them and perbinps wesken loonlities, they fatled,
One year ngo our Btate gave one buondred and twinly

thousand men to the war, and New York eity contributed
wost hberally w men and money st thal tiwe.  Flow in it
now ' I men go ne r-h.-..rl‘qny now ae then ! No. That
Government around which oue mollion of men ,'.,.,h”rl""}
rallied now finds il neccesnry o use its ubmont power to
drag a few theussnd nlo the field. In this wtrength o
weaknesa T Bucoess or lnilure?  The Biate of New York
sinee tha 1st of lasi Jonuaiy hae ra wed upwirds of twelve
thoussud volusteers ; which in more thso twics the num-
ber that will ever be esrried out of the State by the eon.
soription. 1 dow't sny Low many may go as substitutes,
for that is squivalent fo volunteoring ; but I venture 1o
prediet that they will never get aix thoussnd to go bocause
they bave besen desited under the provisona of that law.

1 am full of hope for the future, becsnde I believe that &
government that pasces beyoud the legitimata bounda of
ita power, 80 far from endavgering permanently the rights

of the States, simply endaogers the rights and strength of
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oot erouched down to us; they are not yet subjugated ;
we bave not yet grat fied our mnlice nnd hate 1" Ia that
Af generous, A8 INAENANINGUR AR saying, ** Retorn to the
Union: your rights shsll ba preserved saered and in-
violate 7

Men must choose belween theee two lines of policy.
We have differed in the past, but now our aymies bave
triumphed, our soldiers have proved their bravery and
their patriotism, they have sacrificed for the enuse all t at
wen ho'd dear, and now will we, who have had no share in
the hardships and perils of the fie'd, saciifice our pride and
puesion, thue showing to the world a just and fraternal re-
gard for our eountrymin ?

1 am not disposed to criticise the President’s recent
letter unkindly, or to embarrass the Admmistration. 1
am willing to leave the emancipation proelamalion just
whera he hus left it—to stand valid if the eourts pronounce
it valid, and to fall if iovalid ; snd it wust fall hv«?-e itin
invelid. T ogree with nim when he proposes to leave it
where he knows it must die without regret,  He does not
in that letter contemplate an early terminstion of the war,
nor does be propose moy time when it will cease. We,
however, are ready to wark out a policy, and that a eon-
oiliatory policy, that the Statgs shall return with sll their
rights as marked dowo io the Constitution. 1 believe thut
the great covservative party of the ecountry will say to
them, "' Return to your allegance and we will maintain
your righta.” Whatever way be the eourse of the Ad-
munistration it becomes the coneervatives to say to the
South, ** Let the war cense, come back to your allegiance,
and we will proteet your right."

Never have I embarrassed the Administration, and 1
never will. T have at all times sought to upbold the army,
sud have neglected no opportunity to send succor to our
wen. 1 have toiled without cea<ing to do my duty to the
soldiers of New York. I have issued upwarda of five thou-
supd commissions, and I do not know that the Administira-
‘tion, with all the unkind thisge (ts friends have said of me,
has had oceasion to say that my eourse has beeo partiasn
in regard to them,

I repeat that [ am full of hope for the fatura, T have
never doubted thgt fhe Union wi'll be restored. I have
never foared that the pights of fhe Siates will be destroyed
1 bave never for A moment believed that the invasion of
the rights of the States by the Government eould ba of &
permunent charaoter.  The princip'es of eoncilistion and
wiedomn whieh gulded our inihers will vutiive the folly of
their wsuceessors. Coocilistion 1w magoanimous, -
erosity in its nature in Iarger than hate. A gencrous
course now will eommend us to the world.  To the disso-
lution of the Union Twill never consent. 1 wounld put forth
every power, [ would exhaugt eyery pegsure of coneilia-
tiwn, 1 would appesl to the interesis, the hopes, snd fears
of the eitigens of the 8South, and urge every suggestion
which it becomes & man to mwake to hring back the re-
volted States. But, as to disunion, I will never conrent
to that. Let us put forth every power to restore the
Union, invoking every consideration of patriotism, doing
all that is due to our eountry and to ourselves, invoking
the return of every State, bc-ﬂling snered evory star upon
thows fings that surround ue, and marking him who woyld
strike oue from [te blue field a8 wuoh & traitor us he who
wou'd rend ite folds apunder.

At the eonclusion of Governor Beymour's speech the
Convention adjourned until Thuraday, on whioh day the
buginess of the Conventlon was conpluded by the appoint-
ment of a State Committee, the adoption of a series of
resolutions, and the nomination of the fullowing ticket for
State offioars, viz:

Seorotary of Btate - 1) B. 8t. John.
Comptroller - - Sanford E, Church
Attoroey General - - M. B. Champlin,

Van R, Richmond.

Witliam B. Lewia.

Ntate Engineer -
Treasurer - - - - -
Cannl Commissioner - - W. W. Wright.
Inapeetor of State Prieons 1. B, MeNail,

.Iuarga Court of Appenis - Willinm F. Avlen.

The attendavecs at the Convention was very largs, and
ite proceedings harmoni us.” We shall publish its resolu-
Hoos, in whols or in part, in our pext issue, as well an
those of the ** Conatitational Usion Conveotion,”

: A portion of the erew of the frigate Minnesots Innded
in small boste on the connt of North Caroline racently and
bad an engagement with a rabel foree, capluring two of

their guos, and killing a small number,

THE DIFFICULTIES IN JAPAN.

Fram the New York Jowrnal of Commerce.

The news from Jupan will eause very general surprise
We have beon expeoting Bogland sod Frapoce to vpen war
with the Japanese, bul we hud no idus that our own ships
would begin the battles. The purticulsrs received are few,
but sufficiently definite to inform us that the sets of both
Americaus aud British were relalistory, and that it is not
the Japanese Governwent, but ooly a singls prioce, or
daimio, toward whowm the hostilities are directed,

People in the western nations are very far from under-
standing elearly the political structure of Japau. We bave
made » great many mistakes already in our notions about
it, and not the least in the name of the country, which is
an inveution of our own. The Duteh origiually blundsred
in writing Niphon, which simply signifies ** the whole em-
pire,” and out of this blunder we bave constructed the
word Jupan, which gives us an ides of one kingdom or
government. Bur it begins to be apparent that there i
some sort of independence ameng the powerful prinoes
called daimios, and that the supposed Emperor is by no
means supteme. The entire history of the troubles attend.
ant on the establishmentof the British and other embussics
in the Japanese kingdom indieates the difficulty which ex-
ists between the Emperor or ‘1ycoon snd the daimios, and
the imposs:bility of the former affording protection sgainut
the latter. ;

The present difficulty is ssid to originate in the conduct
of one of the daimios. Simo i is a port at the en-
trance of the Buonada Ses, at the extiewe southwest
point of Niphon, The straits mentioned in the report as
the vicinity of the battles les between this point of Ni-
phon sud the island of Kiusin. We eannot at present
whether the attack was made on the ships from the north-
ern or southern shore. If from the northern, then it is
probuble that the town which has been destroyed is this
town of Binonosaki, which lies on one prineipal street,
stretehing & mile and a balf along the ehore, and eontains
ten thousand wnhubitants. The large size of the placs ar-
gues agninst the probability of this being the towa de-
stroyed. It is a plaee having considersble trade, and
expurts eugar. riee, iron, and oil. The dwelling houses
are wooden, but there are imwense warehouses built
chiefly of mud, and covered with stuceo suid tu be fire-
prool. There are ancient temples, and & curious old map
or pieture at Bimovosaki, pregerved in one of the temples,
repiesenting & great Japanese sea fight in aocient times,
Thia picture is the specialty of the town, and may now
give place to another, representing the later engagement
of the Japaness with the outside barbarians in the neigh-
buring atraits.

T'he Btraita of Bimonosaki are important, inasmuch ae
a very large portion of the foreign trade of the nation
passes through them. The usual route from Osaen, the
great port, and from Yeddo and all the prineipal cities of
Japan, to the westward nations, is through the ses of
Suonada, aud by these straits.

It is not worth our while to speculate on what is to be
the result of the events of which we bave received but
%0 brief an account. It is not unlikely that they may lead
to a total expuliion of all foreigners from Japan, and a
consequent war in which we, as well as the European pa-
tions, will be involved. But we await further news before
which it is impossible to form any definite opiaion.

GEN. GILLMORE'S ARTILLERY.

The success of Gen, Gillmore, first at the siege of Fort
Pulaski and recently in the demolition of Fort Sumter,
has made every thiog in relation to the guns be has used
so effectively interesting to the publie, and as there are
some fucts regarding the range and weight of the pieces
which are not generally known, we purpose giving such of
them to our readers as could not be considered contrs-
band. ;

The latest vietory of Gillmore—we do not say the last,
for others will erown bis energy and ability before the flag
of our country waves over the buildings of Charleston—is
perhaps the greatest triumph yet achieved by artillery cver
formidable fortifications previously presumed to be im-
preguable to sbot and shell. Placing his batteries in such
position a8 to commwand and damage to some extent the
works of the enemy, and then by gradual spproaches to
advance his guns until limited distance eusure perfaction
of range aud certain destruction, has beeu the aim of Gen.
Gillmore, and where the iuterposition of other works in-
terfered with a point-blank range, he has obvisted the diffi-
cully by firing over the uhatructions, as in the case of Bum-
ter, which he bowbarded over Wagner and Gregg.

Different correspondents give different stories relative
to the kind of guns used on Morris Island ; but as the one-
hundred pound Parrott is the one which they all agree has
been most generally brought into requisition, we confie
our remarks to that, giving the weight of 1ta shot and shell,
and the distanee it will earry st different elevations.

To give s proper ides, however, of the vast improve-
ments recently made iu srtillery, it may not be nmiss here
to give the ranges of the guns in general use nntil a date
but shortly auterior to the beginning of the presont war.
T'he extreme average range at five degrees elevation of iron
twelve pounders was 1,700 yards; of eighteen pounders,
1750 ynide; and of twenty-four pounders, 1,765 yards.
Twelve pounder esrronades—short iron guus—at the sume
elevation, carried 1,000 yards: eighteeu-pounders, 1,100
yards ; forty-two pousders, 1,350 yards ; and sixty-eight
pounders, 1,420 yards. These were the exteme ranges,
but of oourse thess guns were effective for breaching pur-
poses viily at a much less distance.

The one hundred pound Parrott is nsually discharged
with what is known as & service charga of ten pounds
of No. 7 powder, and is rarely elevated to more than
thirty-five degrees. The projectiles discharged are the
long sbell, weighing one houdred and one pounds, the
sulid shot weighing s little over nipety-nine poynds, and
the short shell and hollow shot esch weighing righty pounda;
and the lsogth of fase is, of course, lrlduah-ﬁ to suit the
distance from the gun to the object of attack, ranging in
time of exhanstion from four and one-half geconds to thir-
ty-six and three-quarter seconds.

The following tab'e will serve better than any other
weans of deseription to give the inturesting facts we wish
to eonvey to our renders :

Elevution. Prujectile. Range. Time of Flight,

Yurds onds.

M oeenseesLong shell....... PRLLI | PR | |
Desasviys st bR v aes s B
Biviiines Bolid shot,eeeeeseaa200..... woave O
Waaeo.oos . Long shelleaecoraac 352 ....... mH
0., ceeeiBolid shobiseseennasB8ilcnne. cenelB
1oeees cuc. Long shell oaaen.... 479..... |
1SecsessaissBoll uhol......---..5,'“1......---- R‘
Bavini wee Hollpw 8004, s ueud il eesld
2. ..,l.onﬁ ghellysseipena i Bl ........ 214

-..8olid shot.... 24

It will thus ba ween that at an elevation of thirty five
degrees a hollow shot weighing eighty pounds ean be
thrown from a one hundred pound Parrott 5,453 yards, or
about one-fifth of & mile less than five miles, in alitile gver
hall » minute. With a oharge of No, § powder, it is as-
serted, the same shot, at the snme elevation, ¢sn be thrown
H B45 yards, or forty-five yards over five miles. A two-
hundrad med Parrott, with the service charge of sixtern
pounds o wder, would prove even more effective, while
the walue of the nuren-hunsml poundag, reparted fo haye
been injured befora  Chagleston, yet remaina to be tested,
This is'  hugs gun, weighing twenty-seven thousand
pounda, with a diameter of bore of ten ivebiea, or thees and
siz-tenth inghes more than thut of the two-bundred
pounder, and requiring & charge of twenty-five pounds.

From the facta above et forth it ean be ensily seen how
rapid #nd vast have been the changes in artillery —chynges
whieh, had we the space, would be made even mgre askon-
irhing by deseriptions of otber kindg of artillery which
Luye bpen brought info use durin? war. ;

) elphia Bulletiy.

STRENGTH OF THE RUSSIAN NAVY.

A semi-official statement of the strength of the Russian
navy, just published in Eigland, shows that Russis bas
been sctively employed during the last five or six yearg in
incronsing ber maritime foree. She bay now six fieets
nflont, atationed in the Hiack Sea, the Baltic, the White
Sen, the Casplan Bes, Lake Aral, and oo the Amoor. The
aggregate strength of this foreainone hundrbd and twenty-
two war veasels, besides a large flotidn of guubonts, l-li\
exact number of \T’hinh ig wot koown, nud thirty-two new
guubonts which Admiral Glasennpp is busily engnﬁod in
eompletiog in the Government navy yards. In all, Ryssig
hine or soon will have a fleet of at least one hundeed nod
filty heavily armed vemssls-ol-war, aud we recsntly had
advices from England of the hurried departure of & fleet
of iron-clade which have been constructed for her jo Bri.
tish ship-yards. The number of guns oarried by the ves-
sols now attaohed to har fleots in servies is sbout four hun-
dred and fifty. The new frigates, iron-clads, and gunbonts
wil probably increnss the number of guns to seven
hundred.

A correspondent of the London Times calls attestion to
l!m fact that the Russinn flaet now in the Black Ses econ-
sints of forty-two war vessels and transports, whereas by
the trealy of 1856, between Rosn and the Porte, it was
:;lsnlnl.od that the number should not axeved six steamers

four other light sailing vensels It appears from offi-
cial daia that the greater part of the Russian flost now in
the Bisck Ben was built after the pencs, that only
eight of the whale number are part of the squadron which,
at the baginning of the siege of Hobastopol, was sunk at
tha entrance of that port in order to prevent the approach
of the allied fleets.  Most of the veasels of the Baltio fleet
have been built sinee 1857, The fleet on the Amoor con-
mints of six armad sloops, seven armed sohooners, and
eleven transports.—New York Evening Post.

~ WASHINGTON.

CIBERTY ABD UNIGHN, BOW AND FURBYER, ONE ARE
INSEFARABLE.™

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1863,

THE PRERIDENT'S LATE LETTER.

Simultaneously with the sppearsnce of the Pre-
sident’s Letter addressed to the political Convention
assembled at Spriogfield, Ilinois, we briefly ad-
verted to its views in connexion with a topio of
great public interest upon which we had hoped it
would hold sn explicit language and shed a clear
light. Disappointed in this hope as regerds that
question of current discussion between the fiiends
and the enemies of the Constitution, we engaged
at our leisure to examine with care the exposition
which the President had deemed it proper to offer
to the conntry on some other subjects, and to sub-
mit to our readers any thoughts which a subse-
quent perusal of his letter might suggest.

In proceeding to execute this purpose to-day we
shall practise the greatest possible brevity, confia-
ing our observations to the political and explana-
tory portion of the paper, in which the President
seeks to answer ecrtain objections commonly brought
azainst his policy.

Assuming that there arc those who are dissatis-
fied with him he addresses himself directly to them
and says:

“ Yon desire peace, and you blame me that we do not
have it; but how can we attain it? There are but three
couceivable ways: First, to suppress rebellion by forea of
arms. 'This I am trying to do. Are you for it?1 If you
are, 80 far we are agreed. If you are not for it, a second
way is to give up the Union. I am agsinst this. Are you
for it? 1I you are, you should say so plaioly, If you are
not for force, nor yet for dissolution, there only remains
some imagioary compromise.”

We respectfully submit that in statiog the con-
ditions of this problem the President has omitted
some of its elements. He has not exhausted the
categories of the question. Many who assign to
“force of arms” its proper place in quelling the
rebellion are not willing that pure and simple
foree shall be the only expedient on which they
must rely to protect them from adopting the alter-
native policy of “giving up the Union" or of pro-
posing terms of compromise to the armed insur-
gants. There are copservative and loyal men
who protest against any theory of political and
military conduct which tends to separate wise poliey
from vigorous war, or which renders vigorous war
fatile and purposeless by stripping even victories
of their power to subdue or to pacificate. Phyai-
cal force is directed, and properly directed, to the

dofeat and dispersion of the insurgent armies, but

-all force exercised <in other directions, whether

aimed at the people or the domestic institutions of
the Southern States, is just so much of power ap-
plied to the intensification of hatred and the accu-
mulation of resistance against the National Gov-
ernment. No one has recognised more olearly
than the President the impoliey of relyiog on
arms alone as & means of consolidating that peace
and union which furnish the only rational and
legitimate, as they are the only Christian, end of
our military operations. In his last annual mes.
sage the President warmly and elaborately recom-
mended the plan of “compensatod emancipation”
as 0 means auxiliary to the restoration and mainte-
nance of the national authority throughout the
Union, and urged it cxpressly on the ground that
it was better to adopt some such measure of poliey,
“not in exclusion of, but in addition to others,”
than “torely on forece alone.” To this effeot he
said:

“ This plan is recommended as a means, not in exclusion
of, but additional to, ull others for restoring and TPrmrving
the oational suthority throughout the Union. The subject
in presanted exelusively in its coonomieal aepect. The
plan waou'd, F am confident, secure peace more speedily and
maintain it more permanently than can be done by force
alome ; whils all 1t would eust, econiidering amounts, and
manner of piyment, and times of payment, would be
ensier paid than will be the additional cost of the war, if

we rely solely upon force. It is much—very much—that
it would eost no blood st all.”

It is known to our readers that the last Con-
gress, comprising in both Houses a large majority
of the President’s political friends, refused to efs
feotuate his policy under this head, but the carnest
manner in which the Presidont wrged it, in
the name of ““not velying on force lone,” still
serves to indicate that his analysis is not exhaustive
or comprehessive enough to embrace his own de-
liberately announced views when, in his late letter,
he says “there are but three conceivable ways to
obtain peace’ There is also a fourth, and, as we
think, not only a more exccllent way, but the only
possible way—and that is, to conduct tho war
against armed insurgents alono, dnd to leave the
widest possible space for the full play and de-
velopment of a beneficent policy which shall seek
to consolidate by prudence what has been gained by
arms. The malignant theory which embreces in
the ficld of its vision mothing better than foroe,
and which, with mingled bluster and impotence,
looks to the “ extermination of the Southern peo-
ple” and the extirpation of slavcry, not as incidents
but as motives and objects of the war, is a theory
which not only puts arms of keener edgo and
longor range into the hands of the insurgents, but
keeps them there; for what have they to gain by
peaceful submission when, at the worst, persistence
in war promises them the consolation of vindieating
their claim to valor, which is all that the walig-
nant theory leaves to the Southern people?! We
necd not say that we have no part nor lot in any
guch theory of war, as we know the President has
none. But his failure to smbrace in his enumera-
tion of the ways in which we may attain peace, the
one that makes a wise and heneficent political
policy coincident and concurrent with the applica-
tion of force, must be our apology for recalling the
President’s former declarations in favor of the lat-
ter. We shall sustain no other polioy, for we have
faith in no other. i

The residue of the President’s letter, as far as
conoerns the politioal questious in issue before the
people, mainly relates to the so-called “ proolama-
tion of freedom.” And here again, as we humbly
conceive, he assumes more than is necessary to a
dofonce of his own position when he says that
¢ ghose who are dissatisfied with him about the
negro” do not wish that all men could be free. To
this effect he says :

“ But, to be plaia, you are dissatisfied with ma about the
negro. Quite likely there is a diffsrence of opinion be-
tween you and myrolf upon that eutj-ot, T certainly wish
that -nf men eould be free, while 1 suppose you do nol ;
yet I have neither ndopted nor proposed sny measure

m I’ - t Iy »
o mntsa." with even your view, provided you

We certainly ¢ wish that all men could be free”
just as singerely as we wish that all men wight be
wade ‘ free indecd,” hy partaking of the spirit of
Him who came into the world “to seek sud to
save that which was lost.” But we would not
wish to wage war for the purpose of making men
Christians ; and just as little, in a war for the Con-
stitution and the Union—a war which is lawful
and right only so far as it is a war for the Consti-
tution and the Union—are we willing to bring
upon ourselves the guilt of murder by waging war
for what, s we conceive both our political and our
moral duty, we bhave no right to wage war—the
emancipation of slaves. All admit that it would
not have been justifiable for the Northern States
to commence a war on the Southero States for the
purpose of abolishing slavery in them. It would
have been nothing less than organized murder to
commence such a war—as John Brown did com-
mence it and suffered a murderer’s punishment.
By what reasoning, then, does it become leas than
murder to divert s war commenced for other purposes
to that object? How can it be any less criminal
to prolong a war commenced for the assertion of
the just authority of the Government into a war
for the suppression of slavery, which it is agreed
would have been unjustifiable and sinful if begun
for that purpose! As is well said by one of our
contemporaries, than which, we may add, no other
journal more heartily sustains ¢ the war for the
Union,”

“ If there were & possibility of peace and the restoration
ol the power of the Government, and, instead of mnking
peace, men should eay, ‘ No, we will have nojpeasce till we
ST R ST
:::menoed a Eur for thlzpu::m{amr‘” g “"’

This war is just only so far as it is a defensive
war. All wars are just onlyso far as they are de-
fensive, for precisely at the point where they cease
to be defensive they become aggressive, and, as
such, are equally oppised to morals and to chris-
tianity. No one sees 1 his more clearly than the Pre-
sident, and hence tho carcfulness with which he
has uniformly declared that, so far as concerns his
theory of action, he does or omits to do whatever
he does or omits to do with regard to the negro
because he believes it “helps the Union.” He may
be mistaken in the means adapted to reach the
end he has in view, but he has never suffered the
end to be left out of his sight. Would that all his
professed political friends had been, or now were,
equally pingle in their aim! Instead of this, we
find some of them perverting his means into ends,
and seekiog to transform his temporary military
expedientsinto lines of enduring political policy.

And this brings us to consider the President’s
observations on his ¢ Proelamation of Freedom.”
It is worthy of particular remark that the Presi-
dent hay not a word to say in defence of this de-
claration as a principle. He treats it throughout
as simply an administrative expedient. This will
clearly appear from the terms he employs in de-
scribing its operation and effect. Hesays:

“ You dislike the emancipation proclamation, and per-
hape you would have it retracted. You say it is uncon-
stitutional. I think differently. I think the Constitution
invests its commander-in-chief with the law of war in
time of war, The most that can be said,if so much, is that
slaves are property. [Is there, has there ever been any ques -
tion that by the law of war property both of ememies and
Sriends “gb‘ taken when needed 7 And 15 it not needed
whenever taking it helps us or hurts the enemy?  Arwies,
the world over, destroy enemies’ property when they ean-
not uss it, and even destroy their own to keep it from the
enemy. Civilized belligerents do ull in their power to
help themselves or hu.t tbe enemy, excopt a fow things
regarded as barbarous or cruel. Among the exceptions
sre the massacre of vanquished foes and non-combatants,
wals and female. But the proclamation, as law, either is
valid or is not valid. If it is not valid it needs no retrae-
tion. Ifit is valid it caonof be retracted any more than
the dead can be brought to lifs."

Here it will be seen that the President defends

as something identical with the practical use
of slave property for military purposes. Our
readers koow that if the proclamatin means no
more than this, it has no objections to emcounter
from us, and it is noteworthy that the argument of
the President extends no farther than this in justi-
fication of the edict. We have never denied that
the Presidont, as commander-in-chief of the army
and pavy, may, in time of armed rebellion against
the authority and Government of the United States,
and while conducting war on slaveholding territory,
rightfully liberate slaves, so far as may be necessary
to the success of his military operations. And the
measure of his power in this direction may be ad-
mitted to be commensurate with the military ne-
oessity under which he aots, and with the extent
to which he oan practically employ in services
auxiliary to his operations the slaves whom he ac-
tually liberates.

But it is denied by many (and we are of their

number) that the Exccutive department of the
Government has the right to “order and declare””
that slaves now held to service by virtue of certain
State laws shall, on a day fixed, be ¢ then, thence-
forward, and forever free,”” For this style of Jan-
guage procecds on the assumption that the Exeeu-
tive branch of the Government is, because of the
enlarged powers conferred upon it in the name of
“ military neocssity,” or “laws of war,” endowed
with legitimate authority to repeal or suspend the.
laws of certain States as respects slavery. Tt im-
plics that the President has a paramount de jure
comtrol aver the law of slavery, insomuch that he
could retain that law in its validity and in its obli-
gation on the slave from the 22d of Scptember,
1862, (the date of his preliminary proclamation,) to
tho 1st of January, 1863, and unbind its sanctiona
forever after the latter date,
Oa the whole subject of the proclamation, eon-
sidered in its legal aspect—an aspect untouched by
the argument of the President—we have only to
repeat what we said on the 3d of January last, im-
mediately after the appearance of the final edict of
January Ist : :

‘ As we understand the matter, thers is a great differ
enco between the smssumption of this prerogative right,
which is legislative in its natwre, and the emancipation of
sluves aa the necessary inocident of actusl military opera-
tions, or as the consequence of legsal couvietion fr transon
It ia, an we have already snid, to enast a political solecism
for the * Kxeecutive Goverament” to declare slaves
free where the President hae and ean have no legal juris-
glaut:'n nn: ‘ii'b: llt;rbn:n;hnry. Itis to oarry into one
apartmen Ll language bel
to nnother sphare of politieal :l‘;.n'u nehngieg srapeny
‘A wingle citation from the recent annual message of
the President will serve to show the i ruity as well
an ::fﬂlfiarer ufutllbi; “war messure.’ In thet monsage,
argoing in favor ot for emnnoipation with com-
pensation to owners, H';“tinmln enid ¢
v, t‘ The hbe;ul:n a.fhl.l;a bnhvn is the destruction of pro.
—props id descen m
lp:a:m,u nny ut!:,ir p‘ll’orllty." sl 4 oo S

"It will hiardly be pretended that any mere

the President, however solemnly uttered, can avail 3:

the proclamation, not as a theoretical measure, but

.
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